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During a heated legislative session held on Oct. 29, opposition National Liberation Party (Partido
Liberacion Nacional, PLN) deputy Rodrigo Oreamuno resigned his post. Oreamuno said his
resignation was in protest over a bill which would increase the salary paid to deputies of the
Legislative Assembly. Media reports have criticized the controversial pay hike proposal for
contravening a stipulation in the constitution which forbids deputies from legislating on matters
which result in personal benefit. On Nov. 3, Judicial Police (Organismo de Investigacion Judicial,
OIJ) officials commenced an investigation into reports that the wording of the bill containing
the salary raise for deputies had been illegally altered. According to media reports, as passed
in committee, the bill called for a 70,000 colones per month raise, but when the text came up for
discussion on the floor, the figure had been substituted with a 100,000 colones per month raise.
Based on the latter figure, deputies would earn the equivalent of about US$2,400 per month.
Average monthly income for salaried workers in Costa Rica is about US$137 per month. In the wake
of public outrage over the issue, later on Nov. 3, deputies moved to table the bill. (Sources: Agence
France-Presse, 10/30/92, 11/03/92)
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